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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 December 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1^9 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) ^ Claim(s) 1-3 and 7 is/are rejected. 
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8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 14 December 2005 is/are: a)M accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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12)^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 .E3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Beach (U.S. 
Patent Application Publication Number 2003/0112820 A1). 

Regarding claim 1 , with reference to figure 1 (paragraphs [0036] - [0040]), Beach 
discloses a wireless LAN communication system, comprising a plurality of base stations 
(RF ports 18a -18h), each base station having terminals which are associated with the 
respective base terminal and managed by an NMS (network management system) 
(paragraphs [0141] - [0147}), wherein each of the base stations comprises association 
information transmitting means for transmitting association information for a terminal to 
the terminal through a beacon (paragraphs [0038] - [0040]), and each of the terminals 
comprises association set destination base station selecting means for selecting an 
association set destination base station based on the association information 
transmitted from the base station (paragraphs [0038] - [0040]). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 2-3 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Beach in view of Lempio et al. (hereinafter "Lempio"; U.S. Patent Application 

Publication Number 2003/0207683 A1). 

Regarding claims 2-3 and 7, Beach discloses the invention including the 
network management system associated with the access point as above but does not 
explicitly disclose that the base station further comprises association count excess 
notifying means for notifying the NMS through a trap when an association count for a 
terminal exceeds a predetermined value nor the association information includes a 
remaining association count at the base station. 

In an analogous art, Lempio discloses a location based services for mobile 
stations using short range wireless technology (abstract). Lempio further teaches that 
the access point is constantly being updated with the number of mobile terminals 
associated with it (paragraphs [0059] - [0060]). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made to incorporate the 
updating to the number of mobile stations associated with the access point, as taught by 
Lempio, with the system of Beach. The motivation for doing so would be to monitor and 
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to eliminate overload of the system (knowing the maximum capacity of each access 
point). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 4-6, 8-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 4, 8, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious 
the claimed limitations specifically wherein the wireless LAN communication system 
according to claim 7, further including a VoIP user who transfers audio data is 
registered as a VoIP registration user in advance, and the association information 
includes a remaining VoIP registration user count at the base station. 

Regarding claim 6, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations specifically wherein wherein the NMS comprises disassociation 
request transmission instructing means for causing a base station to transmit a 
disassociation request to a terminal according to an instruction input by an operator 
and, in response to the instruction, the base station and the terminal select an 
association set destination base station using the association information transmitting 
means and the association set destination base station selecting means, respectively. 
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CONCLUSION 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sonny TRINH whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7927. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward URBAN can be reached on 571-272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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